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EEEEEEEEEEE]|etus pray
togetherammmeEEEsEEEEesmmnnnnnnnnnnnDear Heavenly Father, thank you
for gathering us here todayto praise and worship
youssEEmEEEEEEEENEEE®E®EEPlease question our hearts so that we may listen to
yourwordmmmmmmmmmmmmmmnnnmAnd also so we can leave out your

wordsm = m mmmmm AmenPray to sing Jesus' most precious name,

Amenm mmmmmChristmas is just around the cornermmmmmmmmmLet me tell you a
StorymmmmmmmmmmnnButit's not a story about
ChrissmaSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER

One day the great author Mark Twain received a letter from a new
StudentmmmmmmmmmmmmnnnThe student hadwho was very interested in one
particular questionEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEHe heard that fish bones
contain a lot of phosphoruswhich is beneficial for the
brainEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESO does that mean in order to become
such a well-known authoryou have to eat a lot of
fishammeeeeeeeeennnnnnnnnn|don't know ifHe asked the authorl don't know if
this sayingiscorrecCiEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

And then he continued to askDid you eat a lot of fish in your timeWhat type of fish did you
colENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEMark Twain repliedusssss s mmmmn |t seems like
to me that you'll have to eat a whole lot of whalesm mmmmmm\Why aren't you
laughingeeeeeesesesenennnnnnnnnnnnnn\When | first heard this storyl couldn't
help myselfAnd | laughed for about ten
MmiNnUiteSEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENthose daysEvery time | thought
of this storyl continue to laughm m m = m m m m m m m m m m This well-known author is not a
ChristanE e e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEER

But we can all say thatfrom his sarcastic
commentSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThis well-known
author never had the chanceto become a Christianbecause he lived in the time of black
SlaverynsEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEAt the time he saw a lot of
ChristiansGathered at church on SundaysAnd praised and worship
GodmmmmmmmmmmmmnnnnEBut from Monday to FridayThey would treat their Negro
slavesWith violence and crueltym mm m m m m m m m m And therefore he was extremely
angered by thisuEmsssEEEsEEEEEEEEEEnnsnnnnnnnn|ndeed a lot of
wrongful acts done by ChristiansCan cause people to reject
ChristianityssssssssssnN

Next Sunday we have the baptism SundayssssEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEANd
we have five brothers and sisterswho will be baptizedand will join the churchand become
a Christianmmmmm m m m m mm And this of course includes our little
MioEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESO what is a true Christian?
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| find the need to reiterate thisthe definition before we get
baptizedessssmssmssmnmunnnnnEThe website dictionaryhave the following
definition for ChristiansEssss s s = m == = = = mu = ESomeone who believesJesus to be
the true ChristOr someone who believes in
ChristianityssessEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThe Bible can provide us
with a lot more insightinto the meaning of ChristianitysssssssssssssnnnnThe
Bible repeatedly emphasizeson the concept of being
differentnsmmmmmnnmnmnnnnmwhich is to say thatChristians have to be separated
from the worldm m m m m m mm m And they have to be different from

non-Christianse s e EEEEEEEEER

In 2 Corinthians 6 verses 14 to
1SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE[tSsaysDo not be yoked
together with unbelieversfor what do righteousness and weakness have in commonOr
what fellowship can light have with
darknessEmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEWhat harmony is there
between Christ and Belialwhich is SatanAnd what does a believer have in common with
anunbelieverEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEER

What agreement is there between the temple of God and idolsFor we are the temple of
the living GodAs God has saidl will live with them and walk among themAnd | will be their
GodAnd they will be my
peoplcEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnTherefore come out
from themAnd be separateBe separateSays the LordTouch no unclean thingAnd | will
receive younmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnnnnn| wil be a father to youAnd you will
be my sons and daughtersSays the Lord AimightysssssssssssmmmnnThe above
passage reiterates the concept of being separatcamssmmmmmmmm N It's to tell us
thatChristians should be separatedAmongst
non-ChristanSE s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

So what are the differences betweenChristians and
non-ChristianSEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE|N
today's scripture readingFirst John chapter 2Verses 3 to 41t saysWe know that we have
come to know himlIf we obey his commandsThe man who says | know himBut does notOh
SOy EEEEEEEENENNEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThe man who says | know
himBut does not do what he commandsis a liarAnd the truth is not in
himEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEI|tcan be seen that ChristiansCome to
know JesusBy obeying his commandsaaaEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnnnThe
truth is not with thosethat do not do what he commands

And they will notAnd they also will not get to know
ChristumsssEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnnnAnd if they call themselves
ChristiansAnd they are lyingAnd this is the differencebetween Christians and
non-Christiansem e s = mm == mmm®m So how can you become a true
ChristanEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEEEENEENEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEE|Nverse
5 it saysBut if anyone obeys this wordGod's love is truly made complete in himThis is how
we know we are in himYohane e EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEJOhN saysBy
obeying God's wordsWe are expressing our love to himaesssssssmmmmmAnd by
doing soWe know that we belongto himE s EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

In verse 6 it saysWhoever claims to live in himMust walk as Jesus
dijuseEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEThis is to sayAll who claim to
live in himAnd claim to be ChristiansMust walk as Jesus
diisesssssssssssmmnnEnEEEEEThisis once againit's to say thatlf you're a
ChristianThen you should aim to imitate JesusemmmmmmmmmmmAnd to let Jesus be
your exampleWhen you're living in thisworldessseeeesssesennnnnmAnd let
others sayChrist's image through yous m m m m m m m So how can we live outChrist's
imaQEIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
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Today we can examineThe scriptures written byJohn, Paul and PeterTo see examples
ofChrist's humility, love and sufferingsam e eeeseeeennnnnnnTo help us
live outChrist's characteristicsand to be a true ChristanEeeseessssssssEEN| et us
first examineExamples of Christ's humilityAs written by Johnm mmm 13m 3m 10m In the book
of JohnChapter 13Verses 3 to
IOEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE]Jesus knew that the father
had put all things under his powerAnd that he hadHe had come from GodAnd was
returning to Godemmsmmmm = mmuEEE SO he got up from the mealTook off his outer
clothingAnd wrapped a towelaround his waiSitEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

After that he poured waterinto a basinAnd began to washHis disciples' feetDrying them
with the towelthat was wrapped around himLuneEeeesesssssssmmEEEEHe came to
Simon PeterWho said to himLord are you going to wash my
feetYesunmmmmmmmmmmmnnnnnnJesus repliedYou do not realizeWhat | am
doingBut later you will
understandEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENo said PeterYou
shall never wash my feetJesus answeredUnless | wash youYou have no part with
MEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEmEEEEEThen Lord Simon Peter repliedNot just my
feetBut my hands and my head as well13m 1SR EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

In verses 13 to 15It saysYou call me teacher and lordAnd rightly soFor | am what |
anmEEEEEEEEEEEEEEnnEEnnEnNow that IYour lord and teacherhave washed
your feetYou also wash one another'sYou also should
washesmmmmmsmmsssmmmmmmEE| have set an examplethat you should doas |
have donefOFyOUIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII
EEEEEEEEE]3 (0]l S EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEE | SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEER
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERm
HEENR
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